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Upon his PETITION againſt FRANCIS STRATFORD Eſq; the Sitting Member, 
for the Borough of Newport, in the County of Cornwall. 


The Petitioner Complains of Illegal and Arbitrary Proceedings of the Vianders at the Election 3 
and of an Undue Return manifeſtly Injurious to the Petitioner. 


P ON the Day of the Eleion, the EleQtors (who are agrced to be thoſe who have Freehold in the Borough, tho they 
live out of the Borough, and Inhabitants in the Borough paying Scott and Lot) met at the uſual place ; and the end 
of their meeting being made known to them by the Vyanders, a great number of the EleCtors demanded to be Polled 
for the Petitioner ; but the Vyander adjourned the Poll to a private Houſe, where the doors were ſhut againſt all who 
who oflerd to Vote for the Petitioner; nor were they admitted, but with ſome diſturbance, and after much 
delay. 

When the Poll was taken, SEVENTY Two Voted for the Petitioner, and only TrIRTY NINE for the Sitting Member; 

and the Petitioner and the Electors deſiring Mr. Morrice (one of the Vyanders) to declare the Election; he anſwer d, he would delare 
it when he would, where he would, and for whom he would ; and then withdrew to his Nephew's Houſe in another County ; where, with 
the other Vyanders only, and without any of the Electors privity or Signing the Indenture (contrary to the conſtant practiſe) they 
made a Return for the Sitting Member; neither did the Vyanders ever declare to the Borough whom they had Returned. 

Thus Mr. Mecrrice made good his Arbitrary Declaration ; and William J/bell (the other Vyander, a poor Man, and abſolutely ma- 

. naged by Mr. Morrice) being ask'd how he dard to make that Return ? faid /t was only a Money Matter, that Mr. Morrice would ſave 

him harmleſs, and had given him a Brad of 10001. to Indemnifie him. | | Pg: 
All this was proved by Mr. ZZerwe// Clerk of the Peace for the County of Cornwal/; and can be atteſted by Mr. Cary, and 
| Mr. Manaton, two of the Members of this Honourable Houſe. 

; Mr. Morrice, to give {ome colour to this toul prattiſe, having denied the Petitioner a Copy, and a Scrutiny of the Poll, when regu- 
larly and duly demanded ; abour four days after the Election and Return, ſent the Petitioner a Paper containing the Names of the 
Petitioner's Electors, with Exceptions to all but NixE of them, as if they were not qualified ; and upon this Scheme the Sitting Mem- 
ker defended himſelf, before the Honourable Committee of EleCtions. 

But the Petitioner conceives he then fully juſtified all his Votes but ErcyTEEN at the moſt, (and thoſe were Inhabitants) which 
being deducted, his Number will be Fiery Four. And the Petitioner did then diſqualifie FirTEEN of the Sitting Member's Votes, 
which reduced his Number to TwenTY Four ; 1o there remains a Majority on the Petitioner's ſide of TyirTY, as the Petitioner 
Conccives, and hopes will appear to this Honourable Houle, by the Report from the ſaid Committee. | 

The Return theretore is evidently falſe, and the' Petitioner thereby wronged ; and he hopes that he ſhall be adjuged to be duly 
EleQcd, notwithſtanding the Endeavours uled to Incapacitate him upon the pretence of Bribery, or Treating. | 

The Bribery and Treating pretended, is attempted to be proved by one Hicks, who ſays that Mr. Foſter brought him Zalf a Crown 
from Colonel Specott, and defired his Vote for the Petitioner : That a great Entertainment of Punch was made at Mr. Horwell's, when 
Mr. Prideaux was preſent, and Solicited for Votes : That a Treat was at Mr. Foſter's, but he does not ſay who was preſent at it : That 
he drew Ale for about twenty Perſons; and that Mr. Foſter told him if he would truſt for 10s. worth, Mr. Horwell would pay it. 

One Rattenbury fays, That Pepperell rold bim, that if he would not Vote for the Petitioner, he ſhould loſe a pair of Gloves. 

As to the Evidence of Rattenberry, that is only hear-fay, and can no way affect the Petitioner. 

To the Evidence of Hicks, the Petitioner by his Witneſles has given #this (tis: hoped clear and convincing) Anſwer. By Glanville 
and Xittowe (both Men of good Credit) That Hicks zs now Servant to Mr. Morrice, by whom he ſaid he ſhould get more than by the Pe- 
titioner : That Hicks ſaid he would ſay any thing rather than Mr. Strattord ſhould loſe the Eleition, becauſe Colonel Speccott had taken away 
his Gun, and Mr. Horwell bad Sued him ſince the EleAion, That he had declared he never had any Order from the Petitioner to draw 
any Drink. . 

Nor is it pretended that the Petitioner ever promiſed to pay, or did pay for any, or any other perſon by his dire&ion. 

By Mr. Zorwe//, and Mr. Bewes, Men of good Eſtates, and as fair Reputations ; 1t is proved, That Colonel Speccott, a Gentleman 
of known Worth and Flonour, has for fourteen Tears paſt at Chriſtmas time uſed to be Hoſpitable and Charitable to the Inhabitants of this 
Borough, and his Neighbouring Pariſhioners : That the method of doing it this Chriſtmas before the Elefion, was by the Advice of, and 
according to a Liſt given in by Mr. Kittowe, Mr. Stratford's Friend, that the Diſtribution was without diſtinftion, as well to thoſe who 
Voted for the Sitting Member and Petioner, as thoſe who had no Votes at all; and that it was done without any Condition, or any Requeſt 
made of Voting for the Petitioner. 


> Note, That the Inducement for ſuch the Colonel's Charity and Entertainment at Chriſtmas times, was in return to their 
aſliſting him in his Harveſts, and that they had Money and Corn this Year, but were not Entertained at the Colonel's Houſe 
as uſual, by reaſon of his extream 1lIneſs. 


By Mr. Horwe/ it's prov'd, That this Entertainment was no more than he uſed ordinarily at ſuch a Seaſon to make; That it was not 
made on any deſign relating to the Enſuing Elettion ; That there was no talk of it by any but Hicks, and that Mr. Prideaux his being there, 
was purely Caſual. | | 


And as to Mr. Foſter's Treat, it is not offter'd to be prov'd that it had any Relation to the Flefion ; nor is it proved that Mr. Prideaux 
or any of the Eleftors were there. | | | 

Now if it was the Vyanders Duty*to return the perſon who had the Majority of the Electors Voices, and they have no Authority 
to Judge of the Capacity of the Candidates (as it 1s hoped they have not) then the Petitioner ought to have been Returned ; and if 
the Honour of ſo Worthy a Gentleman as Colonel Speccott be rather to be preſumed, than the Evidence of a mean intereſted Fellow 
admitted to blaſt it ; and if the Evidence of three or four Perſons of good Credit and Eſtates be rather to be believed, than the Evidence 
of ſo vile a Fellow as Hicks ; 


Then "tis Humbly Floped the Honourable Houſe of Commons will not adjiudge the Petitioner Incapacitated to be a Mem- 
4 ber, but will Reſolve him to be duly Elefted. . 


"48 Y J S,YINOLLLLIq 21, 
$ *<12qUIIA gUTang 
a2y3 <bjq plof1r4;g9 $1204] 
yairSy | 
AENOLLILIG 2 X1P2P14Qg 40}, 


